
MONDAY, JANUARY 19, 2015 
 
The regular meeting of the Whiting Community School Board was called to order by 
President Bird at 7:00 p.m., Monday, January 19th, 2015.  Members present: Bird, Garred, 
Wiggs, Wood. Members absent: Murray. Mr. Thelander and Mr. Laboranti were in 
attendance. Guests: Andrea Cain, Larry Teel, Diane Schwartz, Krista Fleming, Mike 
Huff, Bryce Warner, Alice McQueen, Kim Gigaroa, Kelda Gigaroa, Maya Gigaroa. 
 
Motion made and carried to approve the agenda. 
  
Motion made and carried to approve the minutes, the bills, and financial statements as 
presented.  
 
Discussion was held over graduation ceremonies. 
 
The theme for this year’s prom is “Casino”. Prom is set for May 2, 2015. The middle 
school math, science, reading, and language arts classes have been very busy this quarter. 
Students have also been working on standardized test prep throughout the year. They will 
be taking practice tests, and talking about strategies for successful test-taking. In April, 
the 8th grade will be participating in Tolerance Week. Tolerance Week is a week-long 
series of events to encourage tolerance among students and adults in the Siouxland area. 
Holocaust survivor Phillip Gans will be talking to the 8th-12th grade on the afternoon of 
April 21st.   
 
Mr. Laboranti reported Mr. Hubert’s 8th grade History class has been studying the 
Louisiana Purchase and the Lewis and Clark expedition. The class took a field trip to the 
Lewis and Clark Visitor Center at Blue Lake and the campsite west of town by Badger 
Lake. STARRS was created by the elementary staff and stands for students that are 
respectful, responsible, and safe. Students will receive a star whenever they exhibit 
behavior that represents these particular characteristics. The stars will be placed in 
classroom containers and a drawing in each classroom at the end of the week with prizes 
rewarded. Speech contest is January 24th in Denison, IA. The NHS is sponsoring a blood 
drive on January 21st  
 
Mr. Thelander reported our PPEL election is scheduled for February 3rd starting at noon 
at the Whiting Community Center. This election is to extend our current PPEL levy for 
another ten years. It will not raise property taxes. Mr. Thelander stressed the importance 
of this levy to the Whiting Community School District. Whiting did not receive a TLC 
grant this year but Mr. Thelander is confident for next year. Allowable growth has not 
been determined in the legislature. August 31st will be the first day of school for the 
2015-2016 school year as of now. Mr. Thelander updated the board on the progress of the 
new program he is working on and distributed copies of the current newsletter 
 
Motion made and carried to accept the resignation of Karen Day effective at the end of 
the 2014-2015 school year.  
 



Motion made and carried to terminate CoOportunity as our health insurance provider 
effective January 31, 2015. 
 
Motion made and carried to authorize Wellmark Blue Cross Blue Shield as the district’s 
health insurance provider effective February 1, 2015.  
 
Motion made and carried to go into closed session for the purpose of conducting the 
superintendent appraisal. Iowa code 21.5(1)(i). Board member Bird was named 
temporary secretary. 7:43 p.m. 
 
Motion made and carried to come out of closed session. 9:08 p.m. 
 
The meeting was declared adjourned.  9:08 p.m. 
 
  


